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For information about becoming a sponsor or an underwriter,
please contact Marketing and Community Relations Director  

Tessa Neeley at (805) 667-2912, ext. 239, or tneeley@rubicontheatre.org.

Our Silver Anniversary Season is dedicated 
to our beloved patron Mary Ann Cohen. 

MAJOR SPONSORS

Kimberly Hessler as Eliza Doolittle in  
My Fair Lady at Rubicon.

Photo Credit: Jeanne Tanner

BARBARA MEISTER
25TH Season Sponsor

Kimberly Hessler as Eliza Doolittle in  
My Fair Lady at Rubicon.

Photo Credit: Jeanne Tanner

PRESENTING SEASON SPONSORS
Mary Ann Cohen
Barbara Meister 

25TH ANNIVERSARY SILVER SPONSORS
Dr. Jeanne P. Adams

Jeffrey and Gerald Grove

 MEDIA PARTNERS
GoCityShopper.com/Local Link App

Jill Webb

MEDIA SPONSORS

BROCHURE SPONSOR
Dr. Jeanne P. Adams

The season is made possible, in part, through 
a grant from the City of San Buenaventura’s 
Parks, Recreation and Community 
Partnerships Department. 
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167TH PRODUCTION25TH SEASON   

in association with

JORDAN LABY BARBARA MEISTER

THE WORLD GOES ‘ROUND is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre International 
(MTI). All authorized performance materials are supplied by MTI. www.mtishows.com 

Presents

KARYL LYNN BURNS
Producing Artistic Director

JAMES O’NEIL
Artistic Director Emeritus

Music by
john kander

Lyrics by
fred ebb

Conceived by 
scott ellis, susan stroman, and david thompson

Directed by
wren t. brown+ 
Musical Direction by

william foster mcdaniel

Choreography by
keith young 

*Members of Actors’ Equity Association, the professional union for actors and stage managers in the United States.
**Member of United Scenic Artists, Local USA 829 of the IATSE.

+Member of the Society of Stage Directors and Choreographers, a national theatrical labor union.

Starring

Set & Lighting Design 
mike billings**

mary ann 
hermansen*

jeffrey 
landman*

april 
nixon*

trisha 
rapier*

andrew 
samonsky*

Sound Design
danny fiandaca 

Prop Design
alex choate 

Associate Choreographer
sharon ferrol-young 

Technical Director
anthony m. colombo

Associate Artistic Director
stephanie coltrin 

Public Relations 
david elzer/demand pr

Costume Design 
wendell c. carmichael 

Production Stage Manager
julia donlon

To make a reservation, please contact:  
 PERLA MEDINA PONTI

pponti@rubicontheatre.org or call 805.667.2912, ext. 225

VISIT THE RUBICON WEBSITE FOR FULL DETAILS.

MARCH 5–11, 2024

THEATRE-LOVERS TRIP  TO NEW YORK CITY

The Songs of Kander & Ebb 

Co-Sponsors 

OCTOBER 14–22, 2024

THEATRE AND HISTORICAL 

SITES IN LONDON 
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WELCOME FROM OUR ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Karyl Lynn Burns - Producing Artistic Director/Co-Founder
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JACUZZI & SAUNA GROUP CLASSES

Located by the beach!
      500 Sanjon Rd. Ventura, CA  805.648.5161   

www.pierpontrc.com

Celebrating 46 Years 
of Sports, Health Fitness

and Friends! 

WE INVITE YOU 
TO COME VISIT US, AND
 STAY FOR A LIFETIME!

Dear Patrons:
Welcome to Rubicon Theatre and this celebration of the musical genius of John 
Kander and Fred Ebb.
Leading up to this show and our Silver Anniversary, President Doug Halter and 
I have been in awe at the energy and joie de vivre of Rosa Lee Measures, who 
returns this year as Honorary Chair of Rubicon during our 25th Season. In recent 
months, Rosa Lee took time away from her home in the desert to help expand 
our Board of Directors and Board of Advisors. (She was our founding Honorary 
Chair and built the board that launched Rubicon.) As you will see in the later 
pages of this program, she did a stellar job, and we are honored to announce 
a dynamic and diverse team of civic and social leaders from our own region, 
as well as industry professionals from across the nation. This is an important 
step in rebuilding the company after the pandemic hiatus; one of a series of key 
objectives we are working on as an organization and community.
I mention Rosa Lee because she, and Doug, and Hannah-Beth Jackson, who 
has been championing the company’s strategic plan, embody the qualities I 
love about characters in shows by Kander and Ebb. They are visionaries who 
fight for the causes in which they believe.
Rosa Lee once shared with me her favorite quote by playwright George 
Bernard Shaw: “Life is no brief candle to me. It is a sort of splendid torch, 
which I've got held up for the moment, and I want to make it burn as brightly 
as possible before handing it on to future generations.”
Kander and Ebb’s story songs are about people who fight with spirit and live 
life fully and with passion. As you listen to The World Goes ‘Round, you 
will hear this same sentiment echoed in different ways -- sometimes through 
brassy belt numbers and sometimes in tender ballads that voice a quiet 
commitment and determination.
During this holiday season, we are grateful to those of you who have fought the 
good fight these 25 years to ensure professional entertainment and educational 
opportunities for our region. It hasn’t been easy. But, it has never been lonely.
Join us, won’t you? We need more committed, brave souls to continue the 
forward momentum. We want to make sure this gift is here for future audiences, 
students, and community members. Please consider making a gift to our 25th 
Anniversary Match Campaign, become a season subscriber, or chair a volunteer 
committee. As the song says, “Put down the knitting, the book and the broom…
and come to the cabaret.”
Blessings to you and yours during this holiday season and throughout the year.
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PRODUCTION NOTES

TIME AND PLACE
The 1970s – Backstage at an Old Vaudeville Theatre

Woman 1 .....................................................................................................  April Nixon
Woman 2 ...................................................................................................  Trisha Rapier
Woman 3 .....................................................................................Mary Ann Hermansen*

Man 1 .................................................................................................... Jeffrey Landman
Man 2 ................................................................................................  Andrew Samonsky 

*Dance Captain

Musical Director/Conductor/Keyboard ...................................... William Foster McDaniel
Bass .................................................................................... Shane Harry/Carla Capolupo
Drums ......................................................................................................... Kerry Griffin
Brass ............................................................................................................. Jack Humes
Saxaphone .............................................................................................. Keith Fiddmont

The World Goes ‘Round (then titled And the World Goes ‘Round) opened March 18, 
1991, at the Westside Theatre Off-Broadway and ran for more than 400 performances. 
The title referenced a song John Kander and Fred Ebb wrote for their muse Liza Minnelli 
to sing in the film “New York, New York.”
The show was conceived as a musical revue by director Scott Ellis, choreographer Susan 
Stroman and librettist David Thompson, collaborators with Kander and Ebb on Steel Pier 
and the 1996 revival of Chicago. (Ellis later directed the Broadway revival of Cabaret for 
The Roundabout, where he is Interim Artistic Director, and Susan “Stro” Stroman moved 
into the Director/Choreographer role for the team’s productions of The Scottsboro Boys 
and the recent Broadway premiere of New York, New York.
The original cast featured Karen Ziemba, Robert Cuccioli, Karen Mason, Brenda 
Pressley, and Jim Walton. Natalie Venetia Belcon, Joel Blum, and Marin Mazzie were 
replacements later in the run. The show won three Drama Desk Awards (Outstanding 
Musical Revue, Featured Actress and Director), the Lucille Lortel Award for Outstanding 
Musical, and Cuccioli received the Outer Critics Circle Award for his performance. An 
original cast recording was released by RCA records.
The show toured the U.S. starting in 1992 and has been produced in London and 
Singapore, with numerous regional productions. Rubicon produced The World Goes 
‘Round in the company’s early years under the direction of Bonnie Hellman, with Dean 
Mora as Musical Director. The stellar cast included Danny Bolero, Michael G. Hawkins, 
Linda Kerns, Kelli Maguire, and Cindy Robinson.

CAST OF CHARACTERS

MUSICIANS

HISTORY OF THE PRODUCTION

Please note that the use of any video and recording equipment is strictly prohibited.

 Sponsored by the Jack Oakie 
and Ventura Horne Oakie 

Charitable Foundation

 ORDER YOUR TICKETS TODAY!
Call 805.667.2900 or visit www.rubicontheatre.org

Directed and Produced by MIRIAM ARICHEA
Choreographed by JESSE GRAHAM

Celebrate the Season with these 
Special Family Events

DECEMBER 17

7:30 p.m. (90 minutes)

Join talented student from 

our summer programs, alumni 

and the Ventura High School 

Chorale in a delightful evening 

of holiday songs to cheer and 

brighten your December!

$25 ADULT & $15 STUDENTS

Santa Party with Hot Chocolate 
and Cookies and Photo OppsDECEMBER 2310:00 a.m.  (30-minute show followed by 

a Meet-and-Greet with Santa 
and Friends)$10 PER PERSON or  

FREE with a CANNED GOOD 
for FOOD SHARE
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SONG LIST

ACT 1 ACT 2

Song Show Character/s

“And the World Goes ‘Round” New York, New York Woman 1

“Yes” 70, Girls 70 Company

“Coffee in a Cardboard Cup” 70, Girls 70 Company 

“The Happy Time” The Happy Time Man 2 

“Colored Lights” The Rink Woman 3

“Sara Lee” Man 1

“Arthur in the Afternoon” The Act Woman 2

“And the World Goes ‘Round” Reprise Woman 3

“My Coloring Book” Woman 1

“I Don’t Remember You” The Happy Time Man 1 & 2

“Sometimes a Day Goes By” Woman of the Year Man 1 & 2 

“All That Jazz” Chicago Woman 2/Man 1/
Company

“Class” Chicago Woman 1 & 3 

“Mr. Cellophane” Chicago Man 1

“Me and My Baby” Chicago Company

“There Goes the Ballgame” New York, New York Woman 1, 2 & 3 

“How Lucky Can You Get” Funny Lady Man 1 & 2 

“The Rink” The Rink Man 1 & 2

Song Show Character/s

“Ring Them Bells” “Liza with a Z” (TV) Woman 3

“Kiss of the Spider Woman” Kiss of the Spider 
Woman

Man 2

“Only Love” Zorba Woman 1

“Marry Me” The Rink Man 1

“A Quiet Thing” Flora the Red Menace Woman 2

“When It Call Comes True” Woman 1/Man 1

“Pain” Company

“The Grass Is Always Greener” Woman of the Year Woman 1 & 3

“And the World Goes ‘Round” Reprise Man 1

“We Can Make It” The Rink Man 2

“Maybe This Time” “Cabaret” (film) Woman 1

“Isn’t This Better?” “Funny Lady” (film) Woman 1 & 3/
Man 2

“Money, Money” “Cabaret” (film) Company

“Cabaret” “Cabaret” (film) Man 1/Company

“New York, New York” Company 

Finale Company  

SONG LIST
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THE CREATORSTHE CREATORS

From their first collaboration in 1962 
until Mr. Ebb’s death in 2004, John 
Kander and Fred Ebb were one of 
Broadway's preeminent songwriting 
teams. Often considered the 
Rodgers and Hammerstein of the 
second-half of the twentieth century, 
they remain the longest-running 
composer/lyricist partnership in 
Broadway musical history. 

Their more than 40-year professional 
association has given the world 
some of the greatest creations of the 
American musical stage: Cabaret, 
Chicago, Kiss of the Spiderwoman, 
and nearly a dozen more, ranging from The Act to Zorba. Their scores have a 
breathtaking ability to capture the flavor of a specific time and place, with gutsy 
music brimming with vitality and brilliantly droll, penetrating lyrics. They've 
tackled serious, challenging subjects – anti-semitism and the rise of the Nazi 
regime, murder, capital punishment, prison torture, greed, and corruption – with 
an originality and fearlessness rarely seen in popular entertainment.

“Kander and Ebb combine razzmatazz with a political conscience, and make 
brazen spirits seem a kind of moral courage,” wrote David Richards in The 
Washington Post. They've been rewarded with Tonys on Broadway, Oscars in 
films, and Emmys on television. They've written for the great musical performers 
of our era: Lauren Bacall, Joel Grey, Gwen Verdon, Frank Sinatra, Robert Goulet, 
Chita Rivera, Barbra Streisand, and Liza Minnelli.

According to Richards, “Kander and Ebb’s signature tunes – ‘Cabaret,’ ‘New 
York, New York,’ ‘How Lucky Can You Get,’ ‘Maybe This Time,’ ‘All That Jazz,’ 
– are big, brassy, upbeat, numbers, usually about going out into the world and 
grabbing a piece of the action before it's too late. Kander and Ebb are arguably 
Broadway's foremost advocates of the power of positive songwriting.” 

Kander’s Midwestern Roots
Born in 1927 and raised in Kansas City, where he started piano lessons at age 
six, John Kander graduated from Oberlin College and continued his studies at 
Columbia University. He began his career in 1956 as the pianist for The Amazing 
Adele during its pre-Broadway run and for An Evening with Beatrice Lillie in 
Florida. Soon he was preparing dance arrangements for the Broadway musicals 
Gypsy and Irma la Douce. With A Family Affair in 1962, he made his Broadway 
debut as a composer, partnering with James Goldman and William Goldman. 
Affair marked the beginning of Kander’s association with Harold Prince, who 
was a young producer on the show.  

Ebb’s New York Edge
That same year, Kander met Fred Ebb. Kander’s junior 
by six years, Ebb grew up in Manhattan and graduated 
from NYU and Columbia. Before meeting Kander, Ebb 
had been writing material for nightclub acts, revues, 
and for the satirical television show, “That Was the 
Week That Was.” Introduced by a music publisher, the 
two immediately became fast friends. In 1963, the duo 
enjoyed their first shared success with the song “My 
Coloring Book,” recorded by Barbra Streisand. 

Their first score together was for 
Golden Gate. The show never opened, but Prince was 
so impressed by their music and lyrics that he hired them 
for Flora, The Red Menace, a satire on 1930’s radicals 
and Greenwich Village Bohemianism. Though not a hit, 
Flora offered Kander and Ebb a chance to learn about 
collaboration under the mentorship of the legendary 
George Abbott, the bookwriter on Flora. The show was 
the Broadway debut of Liza Minnelli, still a teenager, in 
the show that made her a star. 

The Duo’s Rise to Fame with the Megahit 
Cabaret

It was Kander and Ebb’s 1966 collaboration with Prince that catapulted them 
to the Musical Theater Hall of Fame – Cabaret – a musical about the evils and 
seductive nature of fascism in pre-war Berlin. A major critical and box office 
success, Cabaret had a Broadway run of 1,166 performances and captured the 
Tony Award as the season's best musical. The original cast recording won a 
Grammy Award, and the 1972 film adaptation featuring Minnelli and Joel Grey 

John Kander and Fred Ebb in rehearsal in the 1960s

JOHN KANDER AND FRED EBB:
AN UNPARALLELED MUSICAL PARTNERSHIP

“Their scores have a breathtaking ability to capture the flavor of a 
specific time and place, with gutsy music brimming with vitality…”

Kander and Ebb and 
Friends with Barbra 
Streisand (center)

A teenaged Liza Minnelli 
with John Kander at 

the piano and Fred Ebb 
standing - in rehearsals 

for Flora, The Red 
Menace
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won multiple Academy Awards. Cabaret has returned 
to Broadway three times, with a fourth revival in pre-
production for an April, 2024 opening.   

The team's other musicals include The Happy Time, 
Zorba, 70 Girls 70, and Chicago. The latter did well in 
its 1975 premiere, but was overshadowed at the time 
by A Chorus Line. The 1996 revival is the longest-
running musical on Broadway, and has already run 
for more than 10,000 performances, one of the most 
lauded productions of recent decades. 

Other Kander and Ebb creations include The Act, 
Woman of the Year (which earned four Tony Awards, 
including one for its star, Lauren Bacall, and another for 
Kander and Ebb), The Rink, Kiss of the Spider Woman 
(another Tony Award winner for its star Chita Rivera 
and for the songwriting duo), and Steel Pier. 

In 1975 they wrote five new songs for Streisand's “Funny 
Girl” film sequel “Funny Lady,” including "How Lucky 
Can You Get" and “Let's Hear It for Me.” A year later, 
the title song for the film musical “New York, New 
York,” directed by Martin Scorsese and starring Minnelli 
and Robert De Niro, became their biggest hit since 

“Cabaret.” Introduced by 
Minnelli and popularized 
both by her and Sinatra, 
it became an instant 
standard, a global phenomenon, and replaced 
Leonard Bernstein's song with the same title as the 
unofficial theme song for New York City. 

Apart from their work together, both Kander and 
Ebb enjoyed successful independent careers. Ebb 
produced and co-produced numerous television 

specials, among them “Liza with a Z” (Emmy and Grammy Awards). Another 
Grammy followed with “Gypsy in My Soul,” starring Shirley MacLaine. Ebb 
also produced “Goldie and Liza Together” and “Baryshnikov on Broadway.” 
Kander has written music for film soundtracks, including “Kramer vs. Kramer,” 
“Places in the Heart,” and “Billy Bathgate.” 

Their partnership came to a sudden end in 2004 when Fred Ebb died of a heart 
attack at home in New York City. At the time, they were working on a new 
musical, Curtains. Lyricist Rupert Holmes was brought in to help Kander continue 

and finish the work, which ran for 511 performances, winning a Tony for David 
Hyde Pierce, two Drama Desk Awards, and seven more Tony nominations.

One of Kander and Ebb’s final collaborations prior to Ebb’s passing, The 
Scottsboro Boys, debuted Off-Broadway and moved to Broadway in 2010 for 
a run of only two months. It received 12 Tony Award nominations but did not 
receive any. Interestingly, the previous record for nominations without a win was 
eleven, held by Steel Pier and the original production of Chicago, both also by 
Kander and Ebb. The show was a sell-out in 2013 at the Young Vic in London in 
2013 and moved to the West End in 2014 for a successful run.

Kander, now 97, just collaborated with Lin-Manuel Miranda on the Broadway 
premiere of New York, New York.  

Throughout their long, fruitful careers, Kander and Ebb never had an argument 
or a falling out, and always felt that their differences were complementary. 
“When we're at our best, we sound like one person,” says Kander.

Suggested Reading:

COLORED LIGHTS: FORTY YEARS OF WORDS AND MUSIC, John Kander and 
Fred Ebb with Greg Lawrence.

SHOW BIZ, COLLABORATION, AND ALL THAT JAZZ, John Kander and Fred 
Ebb with Greg Lawrence.

 Joel Grey with holding his 
Academy Award for Cabaret

THE CREATORSTHE CREATORS

Rubicon The World Goes 
‘Round cast member Mary 

Ann Hermansen (Woman 3), 
pictured here in the Broadway 

company of Chicago

John Kander, Liza Minnelli,  
Fred Ebb and Chita Rivera

for generously underwriting Rubicon Theatre 
Company’s 25th Silver Season Brochure.

Thank you for 
making many 
dreams come true!
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ABOUT THE ARTISTS | Cast and Stage Management

MARY ANN 
HERMANSEN 
(Woman 3) is 
thrilled to spend the 
holiday season at 
Rubicon Theatre. 
She has been 

fortunate to live her dream from 
early childhood, appearing in the 
TV shows “The Waltons,” “Family,” 
and “Doogie Howser, MD”; and 
countless commercials. Mary Ann 
continued to share her passion for 
entertaining in the First National Tours 
of Smokey Joes Café and Thoroughly 
Modern Millie, and on Broadway 
in Carrie and Chicago. Regionally, 
she played Kim Novak opposite 
Broadway legend Obba Babatunde 
in the musical Sammy. Mary Ann’s 
film credits include “Forrest Gump,” 
“Blast from the Past,” “Forget Paris,” 
and “That Thing You Do.” On TV, she 
can be seen on “It’s Always Sunny 
in Philadelphia,” “CSI: NY,” “Frasier,” 
“Nip Tuck,” and, most recently, “Why 
Women Kill” and “The Rookie.” 
Mary Ann has also been honored to 
perform in videos or live on stage 
with such stars as Michael Jackson, 
Paula Abdul, Prince, Garth Brooks 
and Reba McIntyre. She is grateful 
to God for her husband John and 
children Bella and Dean. 

JEFFREY LANDMAN 
(Man 1) starred 
on Broadway in 
Les Misérables and 
Falsettos (also the 
National Tour). 
Regional audiences 

have seen him in Closer than Ever, Sweet 
Charity, Man of La Mancha, Disney’s 
Frozen, Disney’s Aladdin, A Class Act, 
The Producers, Young Frankenstein, 
Annie Get Your Gun, Joseph…, Forum, 
[title of show], Kiss Me, Kate, Can-
Can, A Year with Frog and Toad, and 
Elephant and Piggie’s We’re in a Play. 
Jeffrey starred in the iconic horror movie 
“Halloween 5” and appears in the 
documentary “Halloween: 25 Years of 
Terror.” He can also be heard singing in 
such movies and TV shows as “Home 
Alone 2,” “Life with Mikey,” “The Magic 
School Bus,” “Gullah Gullah Island,” and 
“SNL.” Jeffrey has sung with such artists 
as David Foster, NoFX, Gloria Estefan, 
Maureen McGovern, Little Richard, and 
Michael Jackson. Jeffrey holds a B.F.A. 
from NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts, 
and has been a proud member of Actor’s 
Equity Association for over 30 years, for 
which  he is honored to serve on the 
National Council and as member of the 
Los Angeles (L.A.) Federation of Labor. 
Jeffrey is on the acting faculty of the 
Trinitas Arts Conservatory. Love to mom. 
And one for Mahler. @jeffreylandman

APRIL NIXON  
(Woman 1) is honored 
to be part of the 
cast of The World 
Goes ‘Round. April 
is an Olivier Award 
nominee for her work 

in Damn Yankees. She has also been 
nominated for Audelco, Ovation and 
Elliot Norton Awards. April’s Broadway 
and National Tour credits include 
Damn Yankees (Lola opposite Jerry 
Lewis), The Dancer’s Life (opposite 

by RICHARD HELLESEN

Directed by PETER ELLENSTEIN

Fresh from an acclaimed Off-Broadway run, 

Eisenhower: This Piece of Ground stars Tony Award-

winning actor John Rubinstein in a fascinating 

tour-de-force based on the speeches and letters of 

our 34th president. Set in 1962 at his Pennsylvania 

farm, Dwight D. Eisenhower contemplates his 

place in history – and the price of leadership – 

while looking back at his Kansas upbringing, 

personal life, decorated Army career, victories 

in World War II, and two terms as President. 

Eisenhower: This Piece of Ground offers an 

inspiring glimpse into the heart and mind of 

an extraordinary leader. 

“A masterpiece! Not since Give 'em Hell Harry has a show offered such 

insight into an American President. Moral courage radiates through 

Rubinstein's brilliant portrayal. Packed with emotional depth, 

Rubinstein commands the stage with a  powerful presence.”

– Entertainment Today 

FEBRUARY 21 – MARCH 10, 2024 

THIS PIECE OF GROUND

A New American Play

A New Los Angeles Repertory Company/Off-Broadway Production

COMING UP THIS SEASON...

805.667.2900 | www.rubicontheatre.org
FOR TICKETS:
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ABOUT THE ARTISTS | Cast and Stage Management ABOUT THE ARTISTS | Cast and Stage Management

appeared on Broadway as Lt. Cable 
in the Tony Award-winning revival of 
South Pacific and in the "Live from 
Lincoln Center" PBS broadcast. Other 
Broadway credits include Neville 
Landless in The Mystery of Edwin 
Drood and Kenneth Ormisten in 
Scandalous. Most recently, Andrew 
appeared as Taduesz Lempicka at La 
Jolla Playhouse in the much-buzzed-
about Broadway bound new musical 
Lempicka. Andrew was nominated 
for a Drama Desk award for his 
portrayal of Frank Russell in the Off-
Broadway production of Michael John 
LaChuisa's Queen of the Mist and was 
featured in the New York City Center 
Encores! productions of Fiorello! and 

Merrily We Roll Along. National Tour 
credits include Kevin T in Come From 
Away, Robert Kincaid in The Bridges of 
Madison County, and Nick in Disney’s 
On the Record. Andrew originated roles 
in Disney’s American Premiere of The 
Hunchback of Notre Dame (Captain 
Phoebus), Benny & Joon (Benny), 
Somewhere in Time (Richard), Tales of 
the City (Beauchamp), and Little Miss 
Sunshine (Joshua). He has been a soloist 
with the NY Philharmonic and Boston 
Pops. TV credits include “Madame 
Secretary” and “Elementary.”

JULIA DONLON (Production Stage 
Manager) See bio under Artistic and 
Production Staff. 

Chita Rivera), Smokey Joe’s Cafe, 9 
to 5, Fosse, The Wiz, Cats, Tommy, 
Mamma Mia, Sistas, Purlie, Crowns, 
Sweet Charity, Caroline, or Change, 
and Dreamgirls. TV credits include 
“Law & Order: SVU,” “Law & Order: 
Criminal Intent,” “The Dave Chapelle 
Show,” “The Wire,” “Macolm X,” and 
“Man on the Moon.” Other credits 
include “The Perfect Find” (opposite 
Gabrielle Union) on Netflix; and “Two 
Degrees” (with Carl Gilliard, Vanessa 
E. Williams, Miguel Nunoz and Tico 
Wells). April has worked with Anna 
Deveare Smith, Spike Lee, Regina 
Taylor, Gwen Verdon, Randy Skinner, 
Walter Bobbie, Sheldon Epps, Jack 
O’ Brien, Jerry Zaks, Des McAnuff, 
Jeff Calhoun, Graciela Daniele, 
Ann Reinking, George Faison, and 
Michael Peters. She just finished a 
tour of “Yemanja”  opposite  Grammy 
winner Anjelique Kidjo. April starred 
in and produced “Two Lost Worlds: 
The Musical,” starring Nicole 
Scherzinger. Stay tuned for for April’s 
new web series “BlackStageStories 
& FindingMyLola’s” on YouTube. IG-
maggiehunter51 Facebook-April L 
Nixon Twitter (X)-@Aprellnixon

TRISHA RAPIER 
(Woman 2) is thrilled 
to be making her 
Rubicon Theatre 
debut with The World 
Goes ‘Round. Trisha 
has had an extensive 

career in the theatre performing on 
Broadway and across the globe.  
Favorite Broadway credits are The 
Boy from Oz starring Hugh Jackman 

(where she understudied and performed 
the role of Liza Minnelli), and Sister Act 
playing the role of Sister Mary Martin of 
Tours while occasionally stepping into 
the role of Mother Superior. Trisha has 
toured the nation in The Who’s Tommy 
understudying and performing the role of 
Mrs. Walker, and Forbidden Broadway/
Hollywood impersonating such divas as 
Barbra Streisand, Marlene Dietrich, Judy 
Garland, Julie Andrews, and Celine Dion. 
Off Broadway, Trisha has been seen in 
Sessions, Her Song at Birdland, Shout! 
The Mod Musical, Nerds:// A Musical 
Software Satire, NEWSical the Musical, 
Golf: The Musical, and Forbidden 
Broadway. Favorite regional theatre 
roles are Diana in Next to Normal, Rose 
Stopnick in Caroline, or Change, Vicki 
Nichols in The Full Monty, Eva in Evita, 
Sally Bowles in Cabaret, Ellen in Miss 
Saigon, Audrey in Little Shop of Horrors, 
Adelaide in Guys and Dolls, and the 
Guest Star in Spamilton. Trisha can be 
seen on Cartoon Network’s “Delocated.” 
She is a graduate of UCLA and the 
recipient of the Carol Burnett Award and 
the Spotlight Award of the L.A. Music 
Center. Trisha is currently working on a 
one-woman show celebrating the music 
and careers of Linda Ronstadt, Liza 
Minnelli and Barbra Streisand.  
www.TrishaRapier.com

ANDREW SAMONSKY 
(Man 2) has been seen 
at Rubicon Theatre 
as Jon in tick, tick…
BOOM!, Philip in Little 
Miss Scrooge, and 
in various concerts 

including 2 AM at The Sands. He 

805.641.1076
passionf lowersventura.com

920 East Main Street, Ventura, C A 93001
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WREN T. BROWN (Director) is 
honored to return to Rubicon Theatre 
to direct The World Goes ‘Round. 
Wren is a fourth generation Angeleno 
and is in his fourth decade as an 
actor, producer, and director. Born 
and raised in L.A., Wren is descended 
from a long line of talented performers. 
Among Wren’s film appearances 
are “Beyond the Lights,” “Waiting to 
Exhale,” “Heart and Souls,” “Under 
Siege 2: Dark Territory,” “The Dinner,” 
“Hollywood Shuffle,” “Biker Boyz,” 
“The Importance of Being Earnest,” 
“Midnight Clear,” and David Mamet’s 
“Edmond.” On television, Wren co-
starred as Whoopi Goldberg’s brother 
and comic foil in NBC’s “Whoopi” and 
was a regular in “Flipper: The New 
Adventures,” as well as CBS’ “Bless 
This House.” He has also guest-starred 
or recurred on “The West Wing,” “The 
Practice,” “Touched by an Angel,” 
“Frasier,” “Seinfeld,” “Charmed,” “Star 
Trek: Voyager,” “Eli Stone,” “Curb 
Your Enthusiasm,” “Women’s Murder 
Club,” “Everybody Hates Chris,” “The 
Game,” and as Professor Wilkins in 
“Half & Half.” Wren also starred in 
Hallmark’s “McBride: Tune in for 
Murder.” Wren has also been seen in 
“Transparent, ”“Dear White People,” 
“Being Mary Jane,” “Grey’s Anatomy” 
(recurring), and was the voice of Virgil 
Simpson on “The Simpsons.” Wren 
recurs as Moclan Ambassador Rechik 
on the hit sci-fi series “The Orville.” 
Theatre credits include Shakespeare’s 
As You Like It (Drama-Logue Award 

winner), On Borrowed Time, Burning 
Hope, his NAACP Image Award-
nominated performance in Jeffrey’s Plan 
and The Public Theatre’s The Gospel 
at Colonus. Wren has appeared in over 
100 commercials and a broad range of 
voice-over and spoken word projects 
including being tapped by acclaimed 
pianist Billy Childs to recite the classic 
Langston Hughes poem “The Negro 
Speaks of Rivers” on Childs’ Grammy 
Award-nominated album “I’ve Known 
Rivers.” He narrated The History 
Channel’s “U.S.S. Constellation: Battle 
for Freedom,” The Learning Channel 
series “Scene of the Crime,” and “E! 
True Hollywood Story” (on the life of 
Diana Ross). He also voiced Disney’s 
Br’er Rabbit for various projects and can 
currently be heard narrating Laurence 
Fishburne’s “Bronzeville,” a 1940s-era 
Chicago podcast. In his directorial debut, 
Wren worked with more than 35 actors 
and actresses in their performances in 
“Inspired By...The Bible Experience,” 
winner of the 2007 Audie Award for 
Audiobook of the Year for which Wren 
also narrated the book of Matthew. 
Wren made his theatre directing debut 
on the Lone Tree Arts Center stage with 
August Wilson’s Fences. He followed 
this up with the critically-acclaimed 
production of Lady Day at Emerson’s Bar 
& Grill. Other recent directing credits 
include Blues in the Night and Ain’t 
Misbehavin’ (at Rubicon and the Nate 
Holden Performing Arts Center). In 1999, 
Wren made his debut as a producer 
with the critically acclaimed feature film 

“Boesman & Lena” starring Danny 
Glover and Angela Bassett, followed 
by Dianne Reeves’ concert film of 
her Grammy Award-winning CD “In 
the Moment: Live in Concert.” In 
2007, Wren founded Ebony Repertory 
Theatre (ERT), the first African-
American professional Equity theatre 
company in L.A. history where he 
serves as Producing Artistic Director. 
ERT, under Wren’s leadership, has 
produced Ovation Award and NAACP 
Theatre Award-winning productions 
of Two Trains Running, Crowns, A 
Raisin in the Sun, Fraternity, Robeson, 
The Gospel at Colonus, Five Guys 
Named Moe, Lady Day at Emerson’s 
Bar & Grill, and Blues in the Night. 
Wren conducts entertainment 
industry seminars through the ERT 
Performance Lab entitled, “Purpose, 
Passion & Possibility.” Wren has 
served on the board of directors of 
the Screen Actors Guild, Antioch 
University, L.A., the Friends of 
Washington Preparatory High School, 
Complexions Contemporary Ballet, 
and Charles R. Drew University.

WILLIAM FOSTER McDANIEL  
(Music Director, Conductor, Pianist) 
is a graduate of the Conservatory of 
Music at Capital University in his 
native Columbus, Ohio. He earned 
his Master of Music degree at Boston 
University and continued his studies 
in Paris, France as a Fulbright Scholar. 
Based in New York, Mr. McDaniel 
music directed and conducted 
Broadway musicals throughout the 
United States, Canada and Europe. In 

that capacity, he brought three National 
Tours, back-to-back, to L.A.: Bubblin' 
Brown Sugar, and Timbuktu! (starring 
Eartha Kitt), both at the Pantages; and 
the original cast of Ain't Misbehavin' 
at the Aquarius Theatre. Mr. McDaniel 
music directed Blues in the Night at 
Ebony Repertory Theatre and at the 
Beverly O'Neill Theatre in Long Beach, 
and Ain’t Misbehavin’ at Rubicon. 
Mr. McDaniel utilized his pandemic 
“free time” to study, record and post 
his interpretation of Bach's Goldberg 
Variations on YouTube. 

KEITH YOUNG (Choreographer) holds 
a B.S. in Arts Education from Miami 
University. Although his primary focus 
was painting and sculpture, Keith was 
drawn to the expression of story and 
feeling through dance. After college, he 
became a principal dancer with Twyla 
Tharp’s company in NY, subsequently 
served as her assistant on Miloš Forman’s 
film “Amadeus,” and was the rehearsal 
director in the staging of The Sinatra Suites 
for American Ballet Theatre featuring 
Mikhail Baryshnikov and Twyla Tharp. 
Keith’s film work in L.A. includes work 
on Jiang Wen’s “Gone with the Bullets” 
and “The Smurf’s Movie” (directed by 
Raja Gosnell); as well as multiple films for 
director Nancy Meyers: “It’s Complicated” 
(starring Meryl Streep and Alec Baldwin), 
“The Holiday” (starring Kate Winslet, 
Cameron Diaz, Jude Law and Jack Black), 
“Something’s Gotta Give” (with Jack 
Nicholson and Amanda Peet), and “The 
Switch” (starring Jennifer Anniston and 
Juliette Lewis); as well as the memorable 
dance scene with Mel Gibson in “What 
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Women Want.” He is particularly 
proud of his choreographic work on 
the feature film “Rent,” directed by 
Chris Colombus, which won an award 
at the Choreography Media Honors. 
Television credits include “Dancing 
with the Stars,” “So You Think You 
Can Dance,” “Rules of Engagement,” 
and “Pushing Daisies” (with Kristin 
Chenoweth). For the 78th Academy 
Awards, Keith choreographed a 
performance of the Oscar-winning 
song “It’s Hard Out Here for a Pimp.” 
He was Emmy-nominated for his work 
on “The Drew Carey Show.” Theatre 
credits include Sammy, the Musical 
(starring Obba Babatunde) at the Old 
Globe (for which Keith received the San 
Diego Critics’ Choice Award for Best 
Choreography). He also choreographed 
Paul Robeson (with Keith David) and 
Five Guys Named Moe (starring Oba 
Babatunde) at Ebony Rep, Shout Sister 
Shout! at Pasadena Playhouse, and On 
the Town on Broadway (directed by 
George C. Wolfe). Keith has directed 
and choreographed tours and videos 
for music artists such as Babyface, 
Madonna, Outkast, Josh Groban, 
Earth Wind & Fire, Gladys Knight, Toni 
Braxon, Bette Midler, Red Hot Chili 
Peppers, and many more.

MIKE BILLINGS (Set and Lighting 
Designer) returns to Rubicon after 
designing Dark of the Moon, In the 
Heights, Almost Maine, Big River, 
Heisenberg, South Pacific, Return 
to the Forbidden Planet, Buyer and 
Cellar, A Christmas Carol, Incognito, 
Gulf View Drive (Ovation Nomination), 

SHARON FERROL-YOUNG (Associate 
Choreographer) was in the original 
Broadway cast of 42nd Street and 
toured with Sophisticated Ladies 
(dancer and understudy to Paula Kelly), 
and Crazy for You (choreographed by 
Susan Stroman). Her film credits include 
Josephine Baker in “Zelig” (directed by 
Woody Allen), “Coming to America” 
(choreographed by Paula Abdul), 
“School Daze” (directed by Spike Lee), 
“Boogie Nights,” “George of the Jungle,” 
and “Hoodlum.” She served as assistant 
to Debbie Allen, as well as appearing 
in the TV movies “Polly” and “Polly 2.” 
She was the associate choreographer 
for “What Women Want,” “Something’s 
Gotta Give,” “It’s Complicated,” “The 
Smurfs,” and “Rent” (also a principal 
dancer). Sharon  has performed with 
Prince (MTV Awards), Luther Vandross 
(The Soul Train Music Awards), and has 
toured as Principal Dancer with Barry 
White, as well as the Babyface (Kenny 
Edmonds) World Tour. TV credits 
include Associate Choreographer for 
the 78th Academy Awards (also dancing 
in “It’s Hard Out Here for a Pimp”), 
“Dancing with the Stars,” “So You Think 
You Can Dance,” and “The Drew Carey 
Show” (Emmy nomination). 

Sylvia, See Rock City (two Ovation 
Nominations), Copenhagen, Last Train 
to Nibroc, The Last Five Years, and 
Conviction. Mike designed Dreamworks' 
The Prince of Egypt in the West End, 
and Vanities and Becoming Dr. Ruth 
Off-Broadway. He has worked regionally 
with Bay Street Theater, Ensemble 

Theatre Company, Laguna Playhouse, 
Flint Repertory Theatre, Bucks County 
Playhouse, TheatreWorks Silicon 
Valley, Pittsburgh Civic Light Opera, 
freeFall Theatre Company, Guild Hall, 
Quintessence Theatre Company, 
Connecticut Repertory Theatre and 
Dorset Theatre Festival. Themed 
attractions include Busch Gardens and 
Six Flags, and the international touring 
exhibitions of Harry Potter and 
Downton Abbey. Mike has a B.F.A. 
from the University of Connecticut, 
and is a proud member of United 
Scenic Artists Local 829.   
www.mikebillingsdesign.com   
IG: @mikebillingsdesign 

DANNY FIANDACA (Sound 
Designer) returns to Rubicon having 
previously designed Lonesome 
Traveler - Generations and Ain’t 
Misbehavin’, among others. He 
has served as assistant/associate 
to Peter McBoyle for ten years for 
productions across the U.S. and Asia 
as well as Broadway (Twyla Tharp’s 
Come Fly Away). Danny designed all 
of the musical theatre productions 
for Princess Cruises between 2010 
and 2020, collaborating with 
Stephen Schwartz and the Jim 
Henson Company on multiple stage 
productions. Favorite credits include 
The Secret Silk (Stephen Schwartz/
Princess Cruises), Henson Inspired 
Silliness (Jim Henson Company/
Princess Cruises), Fantastic Journey 
(THEA Award - Princess Cruises), 
and Once - Enchanted Storybook 
(Vinpearl Land, Phu Quoc, Vietnam).

WENDELL C. CARMICHAEL (Costume 
Designer) is an L.A.-based designer and 
educator. His previous design credits 
include Center Theatre Group (Mark 
Taper, Kirk Douglas), Laguna Playhouse, 
Geffen Playhouse, Ebony Repertory 
Theatre Company, Collaborative Artist 
Bloc, Lobby Theatre, Antaeus Theatre 
Company, Boston Court Theatre, Kansas 
City Repertory Theatre, Rogue Machine, 
Matrix Theatre, South Coast Repertory 
Theatre, La Mirada, Wherehouse, 
Skylight Theatre Company, Lower 
Depth Theatre and Chance Theater. He 
has worked on university and college 
productions for APU, USC, UCLA, 
University of Pomona, Chapman College 
and University of La Verne. His many 
awards and nominations include three 
L.A. Critic’s Choices, the 2018 Stage Raw 
Award for Costume Design, three L.A. 
Ovation Award nominations, the 2017 
Orange County Best Costume Design 
Award and the 2015 NAACP Theatre 
Award. He is a member of Local 768. 
Wendell’s work can be viewed on social 
media: WynningzbyWyndell. 

ALEX CHOATE (Properties Design) has 
been designing and building props for 
the last 18 years. From simple benches 
to superhero costumes for film and 
television, nothing is too large or too 
small. Notable credits are specialty 
costumes for “Titans,” “Doom Patrol,” 
“Stargirl,” “Black Lightning,” “The Boys,” 
and theatrical designs for The 50 Year 
Sword, I Gelosi, Coronado and The 
Diary of Anne Frank. Alex returns to 
Rubicon after having designed props for 
Dark of the Moon. 

Designers

22 23

THE WORLD GOES 'ROUND THE WORLD GOES 'ROUND



ABOUT THE ARTISTS | Artistic and Production ABOUT THE ARTISTS | Artistic and Production

WILLIAM FOSTER McDANIEL  
(Musical Director/Conductor/
Keyboards). See bio under Directors 
and Choreographers. 

KEITH FIDDMONT (Saxophone) 
moved to L.A. in 1991 after leaving 
the legendary vibraphonist Lionel 
Hampton to begin a two-year stint 
with singer Rickie Lee Jones. He 
has recorded or performed live with 
such legends as Stevie Wonder, Luis 
Miguel, Justin Timberlake, Mary J. 
Blige, Diana Krall, Christian McBride, 
Marcus Miller, James Brown, The 
Temptations, Jennifer Holliday, 
Natalie Cole, Nancy Wilson, and 
B.B. King (Grammy Award-winning 
“One Kind Favor”), as well as gifted 
artists like Wayne Brady, Billy Childs, 
Queen Latifah, Michael Bublé, and 
John Pizzarelli. As a freelancer, 
Keith has performed with the 
Hollywood Bowl Orchestra, Frank 
Capp's Juggernaut, the Bob Mintzer 
Big Band, the Ed Neumeister Big 
Band, the Luckman Jazz Orchestra, 
the Southeast Orchestra, and Phil 
Ranelin's Tribe Renaissance. Keith 
has been a member of the award-
winning Clayton/Hamilton Jazz 
Orchestra for the past 23 years. He 
joined the music faculty of Santa 
Monica College in 1996 and became 
a full-time faculty member in the fall 
of 2010. In addition to SMC, Keith 
was the Jazz and Commercial Music 
Coordinator for the Orange County 
High School of the Arts from 2008 
to 2011.

KERRY GRIFFIN (Drums) is a native of 
Wisconsin and Illinois. He is active both 
the L.A. and New York musical scenes. 
Kerry has an extensive background 
in classical, jazz, rock, and rhythm & 
blues. Early in his training, he received 
a scholarship to Berklee College of 
Music in Boston and graduated with 
a B.A. in Music Performance. Kerry 
has toured, performed and recorded 
with artists such as Maxwell, Jessica 
Simpson, Mandy Moore, Jody Watley, 
Cheryl Lynn, Brian McKnight, Paulina 
Rubio, Mali Music, Andrae Crouch, 
Tevin Campbell, Shante Moore, Denise 
Williams, Randy Crawford, Miki 
Howard, Marc Antonie, Doc Powell, and 
A Taste of Honey. Theatre credits include 
Dreamgirls, City Kids, The Color Purple, 
Nothing Nothing and many more. 

SHANE HARRY (Bass) is based in 
L.A., serving as the principal chair for 
the Culver City Orchestra, and the 
principal bass for both the Marina del 
Rey Orchestra and the L.A. Symphony. 
He has worked with the Angel City 
Chorale, 5 Star Theatricals, and Music 
Theatre West. Shane teaches music 
in the Conejo Valley Unified School 
district, and teaches from his own 
private lesson studio. 

JACK HUMES (Brass) grew up in a 
musical family. He received a degree 
in music performance from California 
State University Northridge in 1986 
and has enjoyed the opportunity to 
play with orchestras in major venues 
such as the Hollywood Bowl, Disney 

Concert Hall and even Lincoln Center 
in NY. In 1997, Jack became an 
attorney living and practicing law in 
Ventura County while still enjoying 
his passion for all kinds of music 
opportunities that the area has to 
offer. While orchestra performance 
was his first choice, Jack has also 

KARYL LYNN BURNS (Producing 
Artistic Director) founded Rubicon 
with husband James O’Neil in 
1998 and has overseen more than 
165 productions for the company, 
including the World Premieres of 
23.5 Hours/Conviction by Carey Crim 
(a co-production with Bay Street 
Theater and the Royal Manitoba 
Theatre Centre); Daddy Long Legs 
(which has traveled to 15 U.S. cities 
and 4 countries and is licensed by 
MTI); The Best is Yet to Come: The 
Music of Cy Coleman (NY Drama 
Desk Award); Lonesome Traveler 
(Drama Desk and Outer Critics Circle 
nominations); My Antonia, adapted 
and directed by Scott Schwartz with 
music by Steven Schwartz; It’s Only 
Life by John Bucchino, directed by 
Daisy Prince; and Hello! My Baby 
by Cheri Steinkellner. Karyl Lynn 
partnered with Daryl Roth to produce 
the Off-Broadway production of 
Wiesenthal by Tom Dugan, directed 
by Jenny Sullivan (Drama Desk and 
Outer Critics Circle nominations). 
For over a decade prior to starting 
Rubicon, Karyl Lynn was CEO of 

performed with local jazz bands as 
well as musical and opera orchestras, 
and recently performed the Haydn 
Trumpet Concerto with the Westlake 
Village Symphony. When not in court or 
playing his trumpet, Jack enjoys training 
and showing Arabian horses.

State of the Arts, an arts marketing and 
management firm. Clients included 
Ventura Music Festival, New West 
Symphony, Ensemble Theatre Company, 
PCPA Theaterfest, Theatre League, 
Broadway Producer Normand Kurtz, 
and Tony Award-winning playwright 
Dale Wasserman. Karyl Lynn worked 
with students from Oak Meadow 
School who received the United 
Nations “Global 500” Award for their 
work on environmental issues. For The 
Dream Foundation, she produced a PSA 
directed by Mimi Leder and starring 
Jeff Bridges. As an event planner, Karyl 
Lynn and her staff coordinated the 10th 
Annual “Cool Comedy, Hot Cuisine” 
with Robin Williams, Howie Mandel 
and Bob Saget, emceed by Bob Costas; 
a concert for Scleroderma Research 
with singer Sheryl Crow at the Santa 
Barbara Bowl; and several charity film 
premieres. For Capps for Congress, 
she managed a 400-person luncheon 
with Hillary Clinton as keynote speaker. 
Karyl Lynn is also an award-winning 
actor and sound designer.

Musicians

Rubicon Artistic and Production Staff
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JAMES O’NEIL (Rubicon Co-Founder 
and Artistic Director, Emeritus) is 
the Writer/Director of Lonesome 
Traveler: A Journey Down the Rivers 
and Streams of American Folk (NY 
Drama Desk and Outer Critics Circle 
nominations), which premiered 
at Rubicon as a co-production 
with Laguna Playhouse and then 
transferred to 59E59 Off-Broadway. 
Jim’s other Rubicon directing credits 
include I Dig Rock and Roll Music 
(Writer/Director); King Lear starring 
George Ball; Man of La Mancha; 
Fiddler on the Roof  featuring 
violin virtuoso Nuvi Mehta as The 
Fiddler (Indy Award); Jesus Christ 
Superstar; A Delicate Balance; The 
Diary of Anne Frank starring Lauren 
Patten; The Night of the Iguana; 
A Streetcar Named Desire (Indy 
Award); Driving Miss Daisy (NAACP 
Award - Best Direction of a Play); 
All My Sons (L.A. Ovation Award 
- Best Production of a Play); Sylvia, 
and Gem of the Ocean. Under Jim’s 
artistic leadership, Rubicon accepted 
the NY Drama Desk Award for The 
Best is Yet to Come: The Music of Cy 
Coleman, conceived and directed 
by David Zippel. Other directing 
credits include The Lion in Winter, 
The Petrified Forest, Inherit the Wind 
and regional premieres of A Coupla’ 
White Chicks Sitting Around Talking, 
and The Mystery of Edwin Drood 
starring Barry Dennen. While on staff 
at Landmark Entertainment Group, 
Jim directed a multi-million-dollar 
animatronics/special effects show 
in Japan, supervising all aspects of 
production and creative direction 

for themed attractions in Sanrio’s 
Harmonyland. As an actor, Jim’s 
Rubicon credits include the title role 
in Clarence Darrow, Dr. Prospero 
in Return to the Forbidden Planet, 
Claudius in Hamlet, the Stage Manager 
in Our Town, Michael in Dancing at 
Lughnasa, and multiple roles in The 
Turn of the Screw. He appeared for 
two years as Pontius Pilate in the 
National Tour of Jesus Christ Superstar 
starring Ted Neeley, Carl Anderson and 
Irene Cara. Regional credits include 
John Adams in 1776, The Duke/
Dr. Carrasco in Man of La Mancha, 
and Adam in the first workshop of 
Dale Wasserman’s Western Star. Jim 
may be heard singing the title role in 
“Quasimodo: Prince of Fools” and as 
Tsar Nicholas in “Rasputin,” concept 
albums by Michael Rapp. 

STEPHANIE A. COLTRIN (Associate 
Artistic Director) is an award-winning 
producer and director with over 200 
productions to her credit, ranging from 
musicals to Shakespeare to World 
Premieres, from comedies to dramas. 
Directing credits for Rubicon Theatre 
include Buyer and Cellar, Taking Sides, 
Sylvia, Moonlight and Magnolias, and 
the Ovation-recommended production 
of The Last Five Years. Stephanie was 
formerly the Artistic Director of CLO 
of South Bay Cities and the Hermosa 
Beach Playhouse, helming a ten-show 
season at both venues, and directing 
productions including Miss Saigon 
(Ovation winner for Best Musical, and 
earning her a directing nomination), 
Seussical the Musical (Broadway World 
Award for Best Director), Jesus Christ 
Superstar (Stage Scene L.A. Award, 
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Director) Oklahoma, Bark!, She 
Loves Me, and The 1940's Radio 
Hour. Other directing credits include 
A Midsummer Night's Dream, The 
Taming of the Shrew, Godspell, 
Barefoot in the Park, Who's Afraid 
of Virginia Woolf?, Private Lives, 
Steel Magnolias, Blithe Spirit, Art, 
The Green Room (World Premiere), 
Moonlight and Magnolias, Come 
Back to the Five and Dime..., Sylvia, 
Quilters, and others. She is also Co-
Artistic Director for Shakespeare 
by the Sea (a summer Shakespeare 
festival touring two shows in rep to 
more than 24 locations throughout 
Southern California), having directed 
Henry V, The Winter's Tale, Macbeth, 
Othello, Hamlet, The Tempest, Julius 
Caesar, King Lear, Romeo and Juliet, 
King John, Richard III, Richard II, 
Twelfth Night, and Henry VI Parts 1 & 
2. For her work with SBTS, Stephanie 
was interviewed on PBS as well as for 
a Folger Shakespeare Library podcast. 
www.stephaniecoltrin.com

DAVID ELZER (Publicist), in addition 
to representing Rubicon, works with 
Actors Co-op, Celebration Theatre, 
Circle X Theatre Company, The 
Colony Theatre Company, Five-Star 
Theatricals, Independent Shakespeare 
Co., Laguna Playhouse, La Mirada 
Theatre for the Performing Arts, 
NoHo Arts Center Ensemble, Ojai 
Playwrights Conference, Open Fist 
Theatre Company, Road Theatre 
Company, Theatre of NOTE, Theatre 
Tribe and VS. Theatre Company. As a 
producer, he has twice won the L.A. 
Drama Critics Circle Award and was 
also honored to receive the Circle’s 
prestigious Joel Hirschhorn Award for 

Outstanding Achievement in Musical 
Theatre. David has been nominated for 
six Ovation Awards (winning two), and 
has also won Drama Desk, L.A. Weekly, 
and Garland Awards for his producing 
and writing efforts. Productions include 
Justin Love, which he conceived, 
commissioned and co-wrote; and The 
Color Purple at the Celebration Theatre. 
He also produced the World Premiere 
musical Having It All at the NoHo Arts 
Center and Laguna Playhouse; the 
World Premiere play Girls Talk starring 
Brooke Shields; the record breaking, 
19-month run of The Marvelous 
Wonderettes and Winter Wonderettes 
at the El Portal Forum Theatre; and the 
smash-hit Life Could Be a Dream, which 
ran for a year at the Hudson Mainstage 
in Hollywood. www.DemandPR.com

JULIA DONLON (Rubicon Production 
Manager/Production Stage Manager) 
was born and raised in Oxnard, 
California, and graduated from 
Pepperdine University in 2019 with a 
bachelor’s degree in Theatre Production 
Design with an emphasis in Stage 
Management. She spent the years 
following doing theatre onboard a 
cruise ship in New Zealand, Ventura 
County, and around L.A. She is 
beyond honored to be the Production 
and Company Manager for Rubicon 
Theatre’s 25th Season. Previous credits 
include Almost, Maine, In the Heights 
and Dark of the Moon (Rubicon 
Theatre); Calvin Berger (The Colony 
Theatre); Accommodation (Odyssey 
Theatre); and The Abode (Edinburgh 
Fringe Festival). While working at 
Rubicon, she is also the in-house Stage 
Manager for Broadway @ The Bourbon 
Room in Hollywood.
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ANTHONY M. COLOMBO 
(Technical Director) was born in 
Brooklyn and attended high school 
in Florida, winning the Young 
Floridian award for Drama. First 
an actor, he attended IRSC on a 
performance scholarship before 
attending the University of Florida. 
While in Gainesville, Anthony served 
as Resident Stage Manager at the 
Phillips Center for the Performing Arts 
and was Production Stage Manager 
for Gainesville Opera Theatre 
Company. He toured North America 
with productions such as Annie and 
Beauty and the Beast and served as 

Head Carpenter for a touring Holiday 
Cirque show for five years before 
moving to California. This year marks 
Anthony’s second season with Rubicon, 
serving first as Backstage Manager for 
Almost, Maine, and Associate Technical 
Director for In the Heights. In addition 
to his TD duties, Anthony served as  
Lighting and Set Designer for Rubicon’s 
summer education programs. Anthony 
is a proud member of SAG-AFTRA 
and IATSE. He is thrilled to be part of 
Rubicon’s 25th Season. He dedicates his 
creative endeavors to his late best friend 
Zathy, whose spirit continues to guide 
us all toward better choices each day.

A Special Thanks to OurA Special Thanks to Our
Rubicon Jewel Club SponsorRubicon Jewel Club Sponsor

fine wines at discount prices fine wines at discount prices 
 805.684.7440 |  805.684.7440 | wwwwww.carpinteriawineco..carpinteriawineco.comcom

4193 Carpinteria Ave #1, Carpinteria, CA 930134193 Carpinteria Ave #1, Carpinteria, CA 93013

Great for social and civic 
groups, schools, churches, 

non-profit fundraisers, family 
gatherings, reunions, birthday 

parties, neighborhood  
get-togethers and more!

FREE TICKET FOR THE ORGANIZER!

Groups of 12 or More SAVE 10-40%

Call  
Guest Services at:  

805.667.2900

560 E Main St, Ventura, CA 93001
(805) 652-1800

www.foxfinejewelry.com

for Partnering with Rubicon on our 25th Anniversary Season Contest 
and for Generously Donating a Custom-Made Diamond Necklace!

Hours: M—Th: 11am—6pm  |  F—Sat: 11am—7pm  |  Sunday: Closed

THANK YOU TO DEBBIE FOX  
and Our Friends at
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2023–2024 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE

OFFICERS

Robert M. Berger

EX OFFICIO

Legal Advisor

Claire Bowman 
Retired Educator/Owner  
Ripple Property Management 

Pattie Braga 
Executive Director 
Ventura County Leadership Academy 

Karyl Lynn Burns
Producing Artistic Director
Rubicon Theatre Company

Kevin M. Clerici 
Executive Director 
Downtown Ventura Partners

Erik B. Feingold 
Partner
Myers, Widders, Gibson, Jones & Feingold

Abra Pilar Flores 
Costume Designer 
Faculty, Ventura College

Jeffrey S. Grove, MD 
D.O., FACOFP dist.  
Suncoast Family Medical Associates

Michael Jackowitz 
Producer  
Witzend Productions 

Mary Jarvis 
Area Director of Public Affairs 
Kaiser Permanente 

Matt D. Marquis 
CEO 
Pacifica Hotels

Richard A. Reisman, MD, FACOG 
Board Certified Obstetrician & Gynecologist 
Community Memorial Hospital

Brad Setser 
Consultant 
Former VP/Head of Global Marketing 
Yardi Systems Inc.

David Simpson
Former Owner/President
The Scenic Express

Jacklyn Hofer Winton 
Director of Communications 
Hofer Properties

Shelly Braun 
Chair 
Community Volunteer

Bruce Barrios 
Professional Mobile DJ 
Bruce Barrios Productions

Kim Bell  
Vice President, Client Connections/Corporate 
Inclusion Strategies 
The ActOne Group

Marcell Brickey
English Teacher
Oxnard Union High School

Kenneth S. Collin  
Retired Businessman

Susan Clark  
Actor/Producer 

Harriet Clune  
Retired Real Estate Broker/Manager 
Coldwell Banker 

Sean Feeney
Technical Services Manager
Ventura County Fire IT

Rebecca Fox  
Retired Educator  

Nancy Butler Francis  
Retired Land Use Planner 

Myron Harrison 
CEO  
Harrison Industries/E.J. Harrison and Sons

Marilyn Hilton   
Retired International Educator 

Kathie Hira  
Property Owner and Manager   
Douglas Center Partners, LLC 

Nancy Israel  
Community Volunteer  

Kelly-Marie Jones
Senior Account Executive/Digital Media Expert
Cumulus Media 

Jim Lanum  
Retired Business Owner/Founder   
Gigava

Tracy Long, Ph.D.  
Director  
Ventura Botanical Gardens

Barbara Meister  
Retired Educator

Matty Park
Retired Data Analyst
Bank of America

The Hon. Steve Perren  
Retired Judge,  
California 2nd District Court  
of Appeal, Division 6

Kay Rich  
Retired Educator  
Community Volunteer 

Becky Snyder  
Retired Respiratory Therapist 

Steven Snyder   
Real Estate Sales and Property Management   
Oaktree

David L. Sonne
Trustee
Jack Oakie and Victoria Horne Oakie Charitable 
Foundation

Lane Stalbird  
Semi-Retired Business Systems Consultant 

Rich Stewart  
Retired Mortgage Lender  
Washington Mutual Bank

Sacheen Swan  
Civil Law Clerk 
Ventura County Counsel

Susan Van Abel  
Community Volunteer

2023–2024 BOARD OF ADVISORS

Doug Halter 
President 
Owner, Halter-Encinas Enterprises /City 
Council Member, City of Ventura

Jeanne P. Adams, Ph.D. 
Vice President 
Professor/Educational Consultant

Rosa Lee Measures 
Honorary Chair 
Real Estate and Investment Manager/Former 
Deputy Mayor, City of Ventura

Stephanie Zierhut 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Retired Educator
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Hon. Mary Ann Cohen
Jeffrey and Gerald Grove

Barbara Meister

Jeanne P. Adams, Ph.D.   
City of San Buenaventura 
Karyl Lynn Burns
Freddie Contarino
Nancy and Richard Francis
Jack Oakie & Victoria Horne Oakie  
 Charitable Foundation 
Jordan Laby
Lena and Jim Lanum
Loretta and Mike Merewether
Judith Nelson

Eileen Ogle
Susan Van Abel and Eric Oltmann
Thomas Pecht
Lori and Dr. Richard Reisman
Brenda Shahpari
Pru and Robert Sternin
Becky and Steven Snyder
Anne Smith Towbes*
Birgit and Harald Wulff
Stephanie and Kurt Zierhut

Joanie and Moustapha Abousamra
Amanda McBroom and George Ball
Donna and Jerry Beatty
Norma Beck
Claire and Reid Bowman
Sue and John Burk
Abra Flores and Ed Burnett 
Patricia Butler
Ginger and Kim Caldwell
Caplin Foundation 
Bonnie and Don Carlton
Linda Chatenever
Wietz Chatenever
Betsy Chess
Susan Clark
Carol and Robert Cole

Barbra Conway
Frances Elson
Jillian Eshpeter
Linda Kay Fisher
Judi and Manny Garcia
Lynn and Al Geller
Rosalind and Richard Goldstein
Randy Encinas and Doug Halter
Robin Harper
Mary and Jim Harrison
Genevieve and Tom Hinkle
J. William and Elizabeth S. Robinson  
 Foundation, Inc 
Julius Guis Memorial Rotary Foundation
Marilyn Juday
Marji Knowles

*Administered by the Santa Barbara Foundation through the Poomer Fund. 

$50,000+

$10,000 – $49,999

$1,000 – $9,999

The listing below reflects gifts received from September 1, 2022 through August 
30, 2023. To make a donation, or to notify us regarding any errors or omissions, 
please contact Perla Medina Ponti, Executive Assistant, at (805) 667-2912, ext. 
225, or e-mail her at pponti@rubicontheatre.org.

DONORSCOMING UP THIS SEASON...

805.667.2900 | www.rubicontheatre.org
FOR TICKETS:

West Coast Premiere Run 

Written and Performed by ANNIE TORSIGLIERI 
Original Music by BRAD CARROLL 

APRIL 10 – 28, 2024  
Directed by RISA BRAININ 

One mom’s journey on the autism train. Laughter. Songs. Subway stops. 
F-bombs. This surprising and courageous solo comedy takes us on the ride 

of a lifetime, as we careen through the world of autism – with all its joys and 
challenges. Based on a true story, “A” Train follows a family as they learn 

to accept the unexpected and to live in the moment. The production stars 
Broadway veteran Annie Torsiglieri (Top Girls, Parade and Miss Saigon). 

“Simply the best solo show and quite likely the best original play of any kind to come 
out of Santa Barbara this decade…the emotional impact cannot be overstated.”

 – The Independent 
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$100 – $999

$1,000 – $9,999 (cont.)
Sandra and Neal Lassila
Tracy Long
L. Paige Marvel
Rosa Lee Measures
Joanna and Samuel Monroe
Leeyan and Ted Neeley
Matty Park
Susan Poulson
Mike Powers
Kay and Jerry Rich
Paula and Scott Rushing
Mary Schaeffer
Darrel Schultz
Lainey and Dan Scully

The Sence Foundation 
Jody Shapiro
Karen Fritts and John Shwope
Nancy Sieh
Karen Spoentgen
Lane Stalbird
Kevin Surace
Adela and Ken Trainor
Beverly and Kirby Ward 
Nancy Rasmussen and William Wayson
Laurie and Steven Weiss
Carol Ann Wiley
Marilyn Winch
Leah and Jim Zondlo

Judy and Joel Adelman
Sandy Aichner
Denise and Wendell Allen
Raul Alvarado
Miriam Arichea
Roger Atkins
Patricia and Ross Atkinson
Shirley Bailey
Catherine and John Baker
Richard Baldwin
Jill and Edward Banman
Penelope Barnds
Leslie and Bradley Barnes
Victoria Basolo
Kathleen Baushke
Larry Behrens
The Benevity Community  
 Impact Fund 
Robert Benham
Leslie Ogden and Steve  
 Bennett
Jane Berg
Sally and Bruce Bishop
Dell and Paul Bishop
Russell Black
Ruth Blystone
Nancy Bocovich
Inga and Jim Boldt
Josefina Boner 
Laura Braddock
Theresa Brenner-Farrell
Marcell Brickey
Arlene Broslow

Karen and Kevin Brower
Bonnie Hellman Brown
Donn Browne
Cheryl and James Bruckner
Colleen Bruns
Dianna Burdick
Donna Burger
William Callahan
Patricia Caloia
Doris Capra
Gary Carlton
Robert Carson
Antonio Casares
Kim and Bobby Castagna
Peter Chapa
Burton Chortkoff
Ruth Cirillo
Harriet Clune
Paula Cohen
Shelley and David Cole
Takako Colman
LaVella and Ronald Consiglio
Melinda Dannenberg
Dorothy and Gary Davis
Barbara Dean
Roslyn Demaria
Michelle and Matthew  
 Demaria
Diane Dowler
Susan Drapkin
Leonard Dryer
Judy Dugan
Robert Dugan

Wanda Edwards
Linda Von Essen
Lynda and Fred Evans
Paula Feinberg
Karen and Paul Finkel
Lois and Roy Fischman
Judith and Mark Fleischman
Terrence Foley
Tony Fowkes
Rebecca Fox
Lori and Gregory Frank
Judy Frith-Smith
David Fuhrmann
Cynthia Garcia
Jill and Randy George
Susan and Mark Ghilarducci
Kay Giles
Ross Goldberg
Deborah and Tom Golden
Gregory Gore
Stephanie Greger
Nancy Grinstein
Rozanne and Randy Haege
Julia Hamann
Eileen Hansen
Susan Harbold
Barbara Harison
Lori and Gregory Harris
Sharon and Myron Harrison
John Hawkes
George Heavican
Kerri Hebard-Massey
Lori and Daniel Hermelin

DONORS

$100 – $999 (cont.)
Barbara and Larry Hilburn
Marilyn Hilton
Kathie Hira
Barbara and Anthony Hirsch
Linda Hitt
Melita Hoffman
Lydia Hopps
Diane and Clark Hubbard
Virginia Iverson
Martha Jaffe
Ruth Johnson
Robert Gibson Johnson
Olga Jones
Stephen Joyce
Lisa Kadowaki
Ellen Kampel
Anne Kaplan
Joanne Kaplan
Richard Kaufman
Alan Keevy
Mary and Richard Keller
Linda Kerns
Carol Kienzle
Patrice Kilby
Elizabeth Kinney
Alan Kirschbaum
Kiwanis Club of Ventura
Carol Kucera
Lucien Lacour
Carol Lande
Sharon Landecker
Nancy Lander
Colleen Lauria
Harriet and Eric Leibovitch
Kay Liddi
Janet Lindquist
Nancy and Ronald Lindsay
Karen Flock and Daniel Long
Victor Lotorto
Heidemarie Lundblad
Cynde and Steve Magidson
Christine and Paul Magie
Paula Markgraf
Manuel Marquez
Margaret and Gerald Matchin
Geoffrey Matlock
Christopher May
Douglas McAvoy
Laurie McCoy
Stuart McDaniel
Edward McHale
Margaret Melton
Linda and Jerry Mendelsohn

Judy and Theodore   
 Metropoulos
Kathleen and Brian Meyer
Lin Meyer
Jean and J. Midgley
Irene Miller
Ann and Dave Millican
Sarah Monroe
Diane Moore
Frank Moore
Sally and Tom Mueller
George Munro
Nancy Waltman and Harold  
 Nachenberg
Mary L. Newbold
Heather Nicksay
Robert Nopar
Myra Nunley
Leonard Nunney
Marietta O'Farrell
Celeste O'Neil
Beth Oneil
Judith Owen
Ruth and George Owens
Kathleen (Kappy) Paulson
Benjamin Pecht
Steven Perren
Debbie and John Perry
Linda Peterson
Gene Pitman
Lorraine La Porte
Marilyn Potter
Michelle Prichard
Karen Kjos-Racicot and Greg  
 Racicot
Ann Ramirez
Jenifer Regan
Jeane Renick
Ann and Rodney Resnik
Margery Ricards
Joyce A. Robinson
Sabrena Rodriguez
Gilbert Romero
Catherine Rose
Carole Rotella
Marie Ruelas
Charles Russell
Karen Ryan
Sophronia Sanders
Gail Santiestevan
Laura Santos
Mary and Sam Saputo
Doris Schaffer

Timothy B. Schmit
Karen and Gerald Schuler
Cheryl Schuler
Nancy and Arthur Simpson
Vinette Slatten
Deborah De Smeth
Christine and James Smith
Jean Smith
Mary Snyder
Cheryl George and Edward  
 Steed
Berta and Allan Steele
Michael Steinfeld
Richard Stewart
Judith Streamer
Patricia Strickland
Jenny Sullivan
Tania and Mark Sussman
Renee Sutton
Donna Swift
Judith and Melvyn Swope
Norbert Tackman
Marcia and Steve Tannehill
Diana Tash
Shirley Thayer
Christine and Dr. Robert  
 Thompson
Jane Totten
Diana Troik
Bernadette and Daniel Uhlar
Allen Vail
Cindi Verbelun
Brandy Walker
Annette Ward
Robert Ward
Marie Warner
Jan and Hal Wasserman
Sally Watkins
Judith and Mort Weisman
Alice West
Philip White
James Whitney
Sylvia and Duane Wikholm
Vernon Willet
Duane Williamson
Melvin Willis
Judith and David Wittig
Wanda Woessner
Hiroko Yoshimoto
Tricia and Arnold Zane
Cherri Ziegler

DONORS
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DONORS

Maria Alamin
Merle Arnold
Casey Barbaro
Lauren Bassing
Klara Benis
Richard and Annette Bennett
Lynne and Jim Brady
Mary and Bob Braitman
Arlene Braun
James Burke
Alisha Cardoza
Romaine Carrington
Kirsteen Clark
Andrea Contarino
Jan Coultas
Sharon Crane
Holly Creamer
Elaine Edwards
Joan and Robert Egbert
Kathleen and Robert Ellison
Carolyn Erbeck
Jodi and David Farrell

Mary Jane Ferguson
Edith Garfinkle
Catherine and Cranston Gesell
Katie Goode
Andrew Gordanier
Geri Gretan
Georgia and Donald Hall
Betty Harris
Karen Harter
Kathryn Helms
Anyce Hency
Camille Hunter
Randall Jones
Marianne and Theodore  
 Leitereg
Geri Loe
Karen and Lou Lotorto
Jennifer Macafee
Cal Magro
Melissa Manchester
Janna Minsk and Carl  
 Morehouse

Forrest Mori
Tina Murphy
Tessa Neeley
Lindsay Nielson
Kris Olson
Joanne Patten
Ellen and Richard Pearson
Jennifer and Timothy Pellman
Jone Pence
Janelle Rose
Karen Savitt
Patricia Schulz
Joyce Shipley
Frances and Evan Slater
Dale Stamos
Bruce W. Stark
Donna Thonis
Ann Tisserand
Vivian and Bruce Weitz
Thomas Wilcox
Joanne Wolf
Joann Yabrof

$50 – $99Be a Permanent Part of the Theatre’s History! 
THE ROSE ROOM

Have your likeness or that of a loved one painted by 
internationally renowned painter Michael O'Kelly and included 

in a 32’ mural featuring many renowned Rubicon artists who 
have appeared in musicals or cabarets at the theatre.

KARYL LYNN BURNS 
805.667.2912, ext. 224   |   klburns@rubicontheatre.org

For more information, contact:

Wall of Fame

DIRECT FROM NEW YORK - THE ORIGINAL CAST

Enjoy hit songs from Motown, performed by nine all-star performers.  
Our talent includes Motown legend G.C. Cameron, former lead singer 
of  The Temptations and The Spinners, and member of the Rock & Roll 
Hall of Fame, and Traci Robinson-Green, former lead singer of The 
Marvelettes, and star of Sophisticated Ladies on Broadway!

JUNE 6 - 9, 2024

805.667.2900 
www.rubicontheatre.orgTICKETS:

Mention  
this Ad and 

SAVE $10  
per Ticket through 

Christmas Day
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Rubicon’s Jewel Club is a three-year sustaining 
membership program offering various  

behind-the-scenes benefits. 

Membership is a great way to make new friends with 
similar interests, meet many of the artists involved in 

directing and designing Rubicon productions,  
and gain insight into the creative process.  

Members attend directors’ previews in private 
homes and receive other special perks.

If you’d like to join or receive more information,
please contact Perla Medina Ponti,  

Executive Assistant, at pponti@rubicontheatre.org 
or at 805.667.2912, ext. 225.

GO BEHIND-THE-SCENES

Jim and Lena Lanum
Barbara Meister

Susan Van Abel and Eric Oltman
Lori and Dr. Richard Reisman

Susan Van Abel, Chair

Jeanne P. Adams, Ph.D.   
Donna Burger

Judi and Manny Garcia
Lynn and Al Geller

Randy Encinas and Doug Halter
Mary and Jim Harrison

Genevieve and Tom Hinkle
Ann and Jon Ives

Mady Julian
Susan and Chuck Samonsky

Diana Troik and Art Shaffman
Jody Shapiro

Rebecca and Jeffrey Smith
Nancy Rasmussen and William Wayson

Annie Winch

Carol and Robert Cole
Nancy and Richard Francis

Darrell Schultz
Leah Palmer-Zondlo and James Zondlo

Fran Elson
Jeanette and Dennis Longwill

Laurie and Steven Weiss

GOLD COIN  
($10,000)

RUBY  
($1,250)

DIAMOND  
($6,000)

EMERALD  
($3,000)

JEWEL CLUB

The listing below reflects memberships received from January 1, 2022 - 
December 31, 2022. To become a new Jewel Club member, or to notify us 
regarding any errors or omissions, please contact Perla Medina Ponti, Executive 
Assistant, at (805) 667-2912, ext. 225, or e-mail her at pponti@rubicontheatre.org.
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*Administered through the Ventura County Community Foundation. *Administered by the Santa Barbara Foundation through the Poomer Fund. 

Anonymous 
Mary Acord 
Judy and Joel Adelman 
Sandy Aichner 
Rodger Atkins 
Amanda McBroom and  
 George Ball  
Penelope Barnds 
Angela Barosso 
Jackie Gardina and Lauren  
 Bassing 
Kathleen Baushke 
Annette Bennet 
Jane Berg 
Mary and Bob Braitman  
Marcell Brickey 
Barbara Buevens 
Donna Burger 
Abra Flores and Edward  
 Burnett 
Patricia Butler 
Robert A. Carson 
Laura Santos and Wilton  
 Castro  
Kirsteen Clark  
Carol and Robert Cole 
David and Shelley Cole 
Andrea Contarino  
Freddie Contarino 
Barbra Conway 
Melinda Dannenberg 
Laura Dekkers 
Michelle and Matthew  
 Demaria 
Elaine Edwards 
Wanda Edwards
Joan and Robert Egbert 
Carolyn Erbeck 
Lynda and Fred Evans 
Lois and Roy Fischman  
Rebecca Fox  
Nancy and Richard Francis 
Lori and Greg Frank 
Judi and Manny Garcia 
Debbie and Ross Goldberg 
Debbie Golden 
Katie Goode 
Andy Gordanier 
Grinstein/Rabin Family 
Julia and Walt Hamman 

Barbara Harison 
Robin Harper  
Pamela Hazard  
Christine and George  
 Heavican 
Kerri Hebard-Massey 
Bonnie Hellman 
Kathie Hira 
Lydia Hopps 
Martha Jaffe 
Olga Jones
Joanne Kaplan 
Sharon and Richard   
 Kaufman 
Mary and Richard Keller
Linda Kerns 
Carol Kienzle 
Kiwanis Club of Ventura 
Lorraine La Porte 
Seryozha La Porte 
Kate Larsen 
Harriet and Eric Leibovitch 
Kay Liddi 
Wendy Francke and Jay  
 Locher 
Karen and Lou Lotorto 
Capt. Victor M. Lotorto  
Cynde and Stave Magidson 
Christine and Paul Magie 
Cal Magro 
Kathy Marden 
Kay Giles and Michael  
 Mariani 
L. Paige Marvel
Barbara and Chris May 
Laurie and Gary McCoy 
Elmira and Robert   
 McDonough 
Linda and Jerry   
 Mendelsohn 
Leeyan and Ted Neeley 
Heather Nicksay 
Diana Northrop  
Celeste O’Neil 
Madeline O’Rourke 
Jeffy and Tim Pellman 
Diane and Steve Perren 
Marilyn G. Potter 
Karen Kjos-Racicot and  
 Greg Racicot 

Ann Ramirez 
The O’Neil Reds 
Jenifer Fuqua Regan 
Jeanne Renick 
Nancy Lander and Mark  
 Robinson 
Sabrena Rodriguez 
Sandra and Gilbert   
 Romero 
The Roses  
Carole Rotella
Paula and Scott Rushing 
Karen Ryan 
Jennifer Berbaum Salguero 
Gail Santiestevan 
Jerry and Karen Schuler 
Brenda Shahpari 
Diana Troik and Art   
 Shaffman 
Nancy and Arthur Simpson  
Jean and Rodney Smith 
Judy Frith-Smith 
Becky and Steve Snyder  
Karen Spoentgen 
Lane Stalbird 
Pru and Rob Sternin 
Rich Stewart  
Cheryl George and Edward  
 Steed  
Kim Charnofsky and Robin  
 Sturgeon 
Jenny Sullivan 
Christine and Robert  
 Thompson 
Anne Smith Towbes* 
Allen Vail 
Cindi Verbelun
Linda Von Essen 
Brandy Walker  
Jan and Hal Wasserman  
Alice West 
Suzanne and Phil White 
Ann Wiley 
Jody Shapiro and Aaron  
 Zaidoff 
Tricia and Arnold Zane 
Stephanie Zierhut 

ADDITIONAL EDUCATION DONORSThe following donations are for the period May 24, 2023 through August 17, 2023, 
For errors or omissions, please call Perla Medina Ponti, Executive Assistant, at 
(805) 667-2912, ext. 225, or e-mail her at pponti@rubicontheatre.org.

PRESENTING SPONSOR

Jeanne P. Adams, Ph.D.
Mary Ann Cohen  
Barbara Meister  

Loretta and Mike Merewether

Jack Oakie and Victoria Horne Oakie Charitable Foundation

Jordan Laby
Smith-Hobson Foundation* 

EDUCATION CO-SPONSORS

COMMUNITY SPONSORS

MAJOR EDUCATION SPONSORS 

EDUCATION | Support EDUCATION | Support

Dr. Norma Beck  
Judith Nelson

Drape Kings  
Jodi Farrell’s Music Studio  

Julius Gius Memorial Rotary Foundation  
Lore Photography  

MUSE Multi-Use Studio Environment   
Passion Flowers 
Tony’s Pizzaria  

Trinity Wheeler Photography   
Ventura Center for Spiritual Living  

EDUCATION SPONSORS
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RUBICON ARTISTIC AND PRODUCTION STAFF
Co-Founder/Artistic Director ............................................................. Karyl Lynn Burns 
Co-Founder/Artistic Director Emeritus ........................................................ Jim O’Neil
Associate Artistic Director ................................................................ Stephanie Coltrin
Production Manager/Company Manager ..................................................  Julia Donlon
Technical Director ..........................................................................Anthony Colombo
Summer Director of Education ............................................................... Joseph Fuqua
Education Associate ......................................................................... Seryozha LaPorte

RUBICON ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Guest Services Manager ............................................................................Steve Braun
Marketing and Community Relations Director ..........................................Tessa Neeley
Business and Operations Manager ............................................................. Ellen White
Executive Assistant .........................................................................Perla Medina Ponti
Graphics/Art Direction/Marketing ..........................................................Sandy Aichner
House Manager ....................................................................................Diane Frantela
Guest Services Staff ..................................Barbara Dean, Katy Harris, Vanessa Navarro 

BUSINESS CONSULTANTS
Strategic Development ...............................................................Hannah-Beth Jackson
Systems and IT ......................................................Israel Galindo, Advanced Networks
General Contracting ................................................. Frank Torres, Torres Construction
Graphic Design and Website ....................................................... Mance Creative, Inc.

ARTISTIC CONSULTANTS
Artistic Associates .................................................Thomas S. Giamario, Jenny Sullivan
Company Members ........................................... George Ball, Joseph Fuqua, Joe Spano
Director of New Works ...................................................................Michael Jackowitz
Director of International Programming ...............................................Katharine Farmer 

BEHIND-THE-SCENES

Tributes are made to honor a loved one, celebrate a special occasion, or 
remember those who have passed away. Thank you to the following individuals 
for making a tribute gift to the theatre. These listings reflect one-time gifts of $100 
or more, received Sept 1, 2022, to August 31, 2023. To make a gift, or to let us 
know about a correction, please contact Perla Medina Ponti, Executive Assistant, 
at (805) 667-2912, ext. 225, or e-mail her at pponti@rubicontheatre.org.

TRIBUTES

In Honor of Karyl Lynn Burns
Marcell Brickey
Paula Cohen

In Memory of Leslie Flanders Carson
Robert A. Carson

In Honor of Mary Ann Cohen
Cheryl Schuler

In Honor of Judy Dugan 
Glenda and Bob Dugan

In Memory of Edie Fowkes
Tony Fowkes

In Honor of Joseph Fuqua
Carol Kienzle
Celeste and Chuck O’Neil 
Anne Smith Towbes

In Memory of John Eggler
Peter Chapa

In Honor of Roni and  
Richard Goldstein
Judy and Joel Adelman

In Honor of Coree Kotula
Olga Jones

In Memory of Lou Liddi 
Karyl Lynn Burns
Kay Liddi

In Memory of Debbie Longenbaugh
Gail Santiestevan

In Memory of Celina McHale
Edward McHale

In Honor of Loretta and  
Mike Merewether
Penelope Barnds

In Honor of Ted Neeley
Sally Watkins

In Memory of Marlena Daly Roberts
Wanda D. Edwards

In Memory of Barry Sanders
Sophronia Sanders

In Memory of Sue Stauffer
Ginger and Kim Caldwell

ADDITIONAL PRODUCTION CREDITS FOR  
THE WORLD GOES 'ROUND

Set Construction ......................................................................................... Sets to Go
Backstage Manager ............................................................................. Jimmy Callahan
Follow Spot Operators ......................................................... Luke Callahan, Joe Lopez 
Master Electrician ............................................................................. Thomas Challain
Wardrobe Assistant ...................................................................................Tara Vanoni 
Load-In Crew ....... Jimmy Callahan, Ben Hament, Alex Johnston, Joe Lopez, Giselle Larios
Electricians/Load-In Crew ............ Jimmy Callahan, Giselle Larios, Joe Lopez, Paul Osguera
Dance Assistants ....................................... Emmy Frevele, Anthea Young, Bobby Amamizu
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COPYRIGHT ACKNOWLEDGMENTSABOUT RUBICON THEATRE COMPANY

MISSION
Rubicon Theatre is a not-for-profit professional theatre company. The mission 
of the organization is to entertain, enrich and educate the region’s residents and 
visitors through the production of innovative professional theatrical productions, 
festivals, special events and education programs.

AWARDS
Rubicon has won numerous regional and national awards including a prestigious 
Drama Desk Award for “Outstanding Revue”, the L.A. Drama Critics’ Circle 
Margaret Harford Award for “Sustained Excellence”, 15 Ovation Awards and the 
Ventura Chamber of Commerce’s Poinsettia Award for Non-Profit of the Year.

1006 E. Main Street, Ventura, CA 93001
Box Office: 805.667.2900   Fax: 805.667.2903

Offices: 805.667.2912
guestservices@rubicontheatre.org

www.RubiconTheatre.org
 

Rubicon Theatre Company is a Non-Profit 501(c)3 Organization. 
Federal Tax ID #: 77-0495901

“And the World Goes ‘Round” ©1977 EMI-Unart Catalog, Inc. & United Artists Corporation. All 
Rights Reserved.

“Yes” ©1971 Alley Music Corp. & Trio Music Co., Inc. All Rights Reserved.
“Coffee in a Cardboard Cup” ©1971 Alley Music Corp. & Trio Music Co., Inc. All Rights Reserved.
“Happy Time” ©1967 Alley Music Corp. & Trio Music Co., Inc. All Rights Reserved.
“Colored Lights” ©1983 Fiddleback Music Publishing Co., Inc. & Kander & Ebb, Inc. All Rights 

Reserved.
“Sara Lee (Lady Love)” ©1965 Alley Music Corp. & Trio Music Co., Inc. All Rights Reserved.
“Arthur” ©1977 Alley Music Corp. & Trio Music Co., Inc. All Rights Reserved.
“My Coloring Book” ©1962, 1990 Alley Music Corp. & Trio Music Co., Inc. All Rights Reserved.
“I Don’t Remember You” ©1967 Alley Music Corp. & Trio Music Co., Inc. All Rights Reserved.
“Sometimes a Day Goes By” ©1981 Fiddleback Music Publishing Co., Inc. & Kander & Ebb Inc. All 

Rights Reserved.
“And All That Jazz” ©1975 Unichappell Music, Inc. & Kander & Ebb, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
“Class” ©1975 Unichappell Music, Inc. & Kander & Ebb, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
“Mister Cellophane” ©1975 Unichappell Music, Inc. & Kander & Ebb, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
“Me and My Baby” ©1975 Unichappell Music, Inc. & Kander & Ebb, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
“There Goes the Ballgame” by John Kander & Fred Ebb ©1963, 1977, 1991 Unart Music 

Corporation, Kander & Ebb, Inc., Times Square Music Co. Rights for Unart Music Corporation 
assigned to EMI Catalog Partnership and controlled and administered by EMI Unart Catalog Inc. 
All Rights Reserved. International Copyright secured. Used by permission.

“How Lucky Can You Get” ©1975 Screen Gems-Columbia Music, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
“The Rink” ©1983 Fiddleback Music Publishing Co., Inc. & Kander & Ebb Inc. All Rights Reserved.
“Ring Them Bells”  ©1970 Alley Music Corp. & Trio Music Co., Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
“Kiss of the Spider Woman” ©1989 Fiddleback Music Publishing Co., Inc. & Kander & Ebb Inc. All 

Rights Reserved.  
“Only Love” ©1968 Alley Music Corp. & Trio Music Co., Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
“Marry Me” ©1983 Fiddleback Music Publishing Co., Inc. & Kander & Ebb Inc. All Rights Reserved.  
“A Quiet Thing” ©1965 Alley Music Corp. & Trio Music Co., Inc. All Rights Reserved.  
“Pain” ©1991 Fiddleback Music Publishing Co., Inc. & Kander & Ebb Inc. All Rights Reserved.  
“The Grass is Always Greener” ©1981 Fiddleback Music Publishing Co., Inc. & Kander & Ebb Inc. 

All Rights Reserved.  
“We Can Make It” ©1983 Fiddleback Music Publishing Co., Inc. & Kander & Ebb Inc. All Rights 

Reserved.  
“Maybe This Time” ©1963, 1972, 1973, 1991 Alley Music Corp. & Trio Music Co., Inc. All Rights 

Reserved.  
“Isn’t This Better?” ©1975 Screen Gems-Columbia Music, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
“Money, Money” ©1972 Alley Music Corp. & Trio Music Co., Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
“Cabaret” ©1966, 1967, 1968, 1973, 1976, Alley Music Corp. & Trio Music Co., Inc. All Rights 

Reserved.
 “New York, New York” © 1977 EMI-Unart Catalog, Inc. & United Artists Corporation. All Rights 

Reserved.
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MENTION THIS AD AND WE WILL ALSO WAIVE THE PROCESSING FEE!

Rubicon’s 2023-2024 Season is dedicated to Mary Ann Cohen

Winner of 8 Tony Awards!
Grab a Pint and Fling  

the Foam! Set in Ireland,  
a Street Busker Rediscovers his 

Passion for Music and  
His Faith in Love 

SEPTEMBER 11 – 29, 2024

West Coast Premiere 
Funny, Surprising and 
Insightful: One Mom’s 

Journey on the Autism Train 

APRIL 10 – 28, 2024

Starring Tony Award-Winner John Rubinstein
Fresh from Off-Broadway,  a Timely Masterpiece about the 

“Simple Country Boy”  Who Became President

FEBRUARY 21 – MARCH 10, 2024

805.667.2900 | www.rubicontheatre.orgSUBSCRIBE NOW & SAVE 10%!

2023-2024 Season
to the remaining 3 shows

Must-See, Real Theatre -Stories Filled with 

Humor, Grit, Compassion, Heart,  

and  Above All, Truth



LAW OFFICES OF 
ROBERT M. 
BERGER
For over 30 years, LORMB  
has been providing quality 
legal representation: 

• Estate Planning
• Probate and Trust 

Administration
• Non-Profit Corporations
• Business Law

260 Maple Court,  
Suite 119, Ventura, CA  
805-658-0998

rberger@rmbergerlaw.com | www.rmbergerlaw.com

Offices:

Contact Robert Today at:

16830 Ventura Blvd.,  
Suite 500, Encino, CA  
818-385-1770

WE HAVE SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE ON YOUR LISTWE HAVE SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE ON YOUR LIST
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Book by  
ENDA WALSH

Music and Lyrics by  
GLEN HANSARD  

and MARKÉTA IRGLOVÁ

Based on the Motion Picture  
Written and Directed by  

JOHN CARNEY

September 11 – 29, 2024

Winner of 8 Tony Awards!
Rubicon Theatre Company Presents

COMING UP THIS SEASON...

805.667.2900 | www.rubicontheatre.org
FOR TICKETS:

Tap your feet, raise your mug and fling the foam! Set in Dublin, an Irish busker 
and a Czech immigrant are drawn together by their shared love of music.  

Over the course of one fateful week, an unexpected friendship quickly evolves 
into a powerful but complicated love story, underscored by compelling, 

emotionally rich music. Featuring songs from the critically acclaimed film,  
this achingly beautiful, joyously uplifting show strikes an unforgettable chord in 

the hearts of audiences and speaks to the power of music to connect us all.  
A magical show like this only comes around once in a lifetime. 

“The show wins its standing ovations the old-fashioned way: with a love story,  
great songs, compelling characters and inventive stagecraft. At this point in 

Broadway history, this feels downright revolutionary.”  
~ New York Post

LOOKING FOR THE

BUY TODAY! SCAN CODE »

OR CALL: 805.667.2900

PERFECT
GIFT?

Give the gift of theatre this  
holiday season with RUBICON THEATRE gift cards!

www.rubicontheatre.org/about-rubicon/gift-cards/
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SEE SEE FREDFRED SELL… SELL…
 HE SELLS WELL! HE SELLS WELL!

FRED EVANSFRED EVANS

5720 RALSTON ST., VENTURA  CALIFORNIA5720 RALSTON ST., VENTURA  CALIFORNIA

GOLD COAST REALTORS

805.267.6701805.267.6701

THE FRED EVANS TEAM

DRE License No. 00893591
Visit www.FredEvans.com  
for Current Active Listings

2190 HILLCREST DRIVE 
Single-level Ventura Home. Spectacular 
Ocean, Island, and hillside views. Features 
over 2000 sf, 3 BD, 3 BA, & 400 sf viewing 
deck. Approx. 8145 sf. private corner 
lot.  OFFERED AT $2,199,000 
www.2190HillcrestDrive.com

VENTURA

394-396 HURST AVENUE Midtown 
Ventura Income Property.  Blocks to the beach.  
Lower 2 BD, 1 BA unit. Upstairs 1 BD 1 BA unit w/ 
fireplace & viewing deck.  Washer & dryer hookups 
& garage for both units. Large corner lot.  Room for 
an additional dwelling unit or junior ADU. Listed 
for $1,299,900  www.FredEvans.com

1238 COLINA VISTA  Custom Ventura 
Ondulando Villa. Commanding Views of the 
ocean, island, mountain, & city lights. 3 BD, 
4 full BA, built in 2003 w/ approx. 4432 sf 
approx. ¼ acre lot. Guest suite w/ great room, 
& kitchenette. NEW PRICE $1,999,900 
www.1238ColinaVista.com

VENTURA

VENTURA

2531 BONMARK DRIVE Ojai Single 
Story Home on 2- Lots. Idyllic location w/ views 
of  Ventura River Valley.  4 BD, 2 BAs, approx. 
2245 sf, built in 1961. The lot size for the home is 
approx. 8550 sf.  The second lot is over an acre, 
extending over the river bank’s slope. Listed for 
$1,199,000.  www.2531BonmarkDrive.com

OJAI

5315 AURORA DRIVE  Ventura is below 
the college. Home built in 1958, w/ approx. 
1250 sq ft, 3 BD, 2 BA, on huge 1/3-acre 
barranca lot (approx. 14,842 sq ft). Original 
hardwood floors. Wood-burning fireplace. 
Room for ADU or small granny flat. Listed 
for $799,500 www.5315Aurora.com

VENTURA

KOENIGSTEIN  Upper Ojai, 20 Acres 
Hilltop Home Site.  Spectacular views 
of the Topa Topas and the valley below.  
Open spaces and peaceful surroundings.  
Access easement adjacent to 12096 
Koenigstein Road.  PRICE REDUCED TO 
$550,000 www.FredEvans.com

SANTA PAULA

280 CUMMINGS ROAD 
Avocado lot.  Almost 2 Acres of Hass 
Avocados. Build your dream home on this 
flat usable lot.  Adjacent to other multi-
million-dollar homes. Mountains views.  
Only 10 minutes from Ventura. Listed for 
$975,000  www.FredEvans.com

SANTA PAULA

Fred Evans… Sells Ventura County to the World!

1968 HILLCREST  Ventura Single Story 
Hobson Heights Hillside. Private cul-de-sac 
w/ SPECTACULAR PANORAMIC VIEWS from 
every room. This home offers 3 BD, 2 full 
BA, & approx. 1827 sq ft. It includes a 1300 
sq ft wrap-around deck.  LISTED FOR 
$1,895,000 www.1968Hillcrest.com

VENTURA

512 N 8TH STREET  Santa Paula 
1920s Historic Spanish Revival Estate. Two 
lots, approx.1/3 acre. 3 BD, 2.5 BA, approx. 
3100 sf. Corner street-to-street lot w/ room 
for an ADU, or possible guest house.  
NOW LISTED FOR $1,295,000 
www.512N8thStreet.com

SANTA PAULA


